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conference in June on the most effec-
tive ways to deal with the global 
scourge of human trafficking. The con-
ference was cosponsored by the Vital 
Voices Global Partnership and the 
International Labor Organization. 

The conference took place several 
days after the publication of the State 
Department’s annual Trafficking in 
Persons Report. Japan and other coun-
tries were placed on the ‘‘watch list’’ 
for not fully complying with minimum 
standards for the elimination of human 
trafficking. Officials from the National 
Policy Agency of Japan and the Justice 
Ministry participated in the con-
ference, and several high level officials 
were among the keynote speakers. 
Japan announced that it has estab-
lished an inter-ministerial body to ad-
dress the challenge through a number 
of actions, including drafting new leg-
islation to strengthen existing rules 
and penalties. Representatives from 
many other countries including India, 
Cambodia, Thailand, the Philippines, 
Russia, and Colombia, also participated 
in the conference, as did U.S. Govern-
ment officials. 

Each year, at least 1 million human 
beings, predominantly women and chil-
dren, are shipped across national 
boundaries and sold into what has be-
come modern-day slavery. Traffickers 
use fraud, coercion and outright kid-
napping to obtain their victims. No 
country is immune from this problem. 
Both the United States and Japan are 
destination countries. Such trafficking 
is a flourishing criminal industry, sec-
ond only to criminal drug and arms 
trafficking. Human trafficking is an 
urgent global challenge and progress 
against it is possible only through 
international cooperation. 

As Ambassador Baker said in opening 
the meeting: ‘‘I hope the ideas that 
come out of this conference help vic-
tims all over the world.’’ I commend 
our two former Senate colleagues for 
convening this significant conference 
to raise international awareness of 
human trafficking and for bringing 
countries together to exchange best 
practices and develop effective strate-
gies to combat it. Their leadership is 
an excellent example of our Nation’s 
commitment to address this global 
scourge. 
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DEATH OF HUGH LANGDON 
ELSBREE 

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I rise today 
to pay tribute to Hugh Langdon 
Elsbree, who served as the Director of 
the Library of Congress’ Legislative 
Reference Service, LRS, from 1958 to 
1966. The LRS was the forerunner of 
the Congressional Research Service, 
CRS. Dr. Elsbree, a resident of the 
Washington area for more than 50 
years, died on August 30, 2004. He was 
100 years old. 

Dr. Elsbree joined the Legislative 
Reference Service as a research counsel 
in 1945 and served as senior specialist 
in American Government and Public 

Administration from 1946 to 1954. After 
he was promoted to Deputy Director in 
1955, he became Director in 1958 and 
served in that position until he retired 
in 1966. 

Dr. Elsbree was born in Preston Hol-
low, N.Y., on Feb. 24, 1904. He grad-
uated from Phillips Andover Academy 
in 1921 and received three degrees from 
Harvard University: a Bachelors in 
1925, Masters in 1927, and Doctorate in 
1930. He was also elected a member of 
Phi Beta Kappa. 

Dr. Elsbree taught in Harvard’s Gov-
ernment Department from 1928 to 1933 
and then at Dartmouth University 
from 1933 to 1943. Dr. Elsbree was a po-
litical science professor from 1937 to 
1943 and chairman of Dartmouth’s Po-
litical Science Department from 1937 to 
1941. 

His Government service began with a 
short stint as a research specialist for 
the Federal Power Commission in 1934 
and continued during World War II. He 
moved to Washington and worked for 
the Office of Price Administration as 
principal business economist from 1943 
to 45 and for the Bureau of Budget as 
an administrative analyst from 1945 to 
46. 

During the period of his library serv-
ice, he was given a special assignment 
as deputy director of research for the 
Commission on Intergovernmental Re-
lations from 1954 to 1955, and from 
March 1957 to September 1958 he served 
as chairman of the Political Science 
Department at Wayne State Univer-
sity. 

A longtime member of the American 
Political Science Association, Dr. 
Elsbree was the managing editor of the 
American Political Science Review— 
1952–56. After he retired from the LRS, 
Dr. Elsbree and his LRS predecessor, 
Ernest S. Griffith, edited a series of 35 
volumes on U.S. Government depart-
ments and agencies. 

When Dr. Elsbree retired in 1966, the 
Senator ROBERT BYRD paid tribute to 
Dr. Elsbree’s accomplishments in the 
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. Senator BYRD 
said in part: A political scientist of 
wide repute and a dedicated public offi-
cial, Dr. Elsbree has earned the respect 
and the confidence of the Congress 
through his skillful and competent 
leadership of the Legislative Reference 
Service in a period when Congress has 
experienced its greatest need for re-
search assistance. 

To Dr. Elsbree’s brother, Willard, his 
son, Hugh L. Elsbree, Jr. and his fam-
ily, friends, and former colleagues, I 
extend the Senate’s deepest sym-
pathies. 
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TRIBUTE TO SENATOR ARTHUR H. 
VANDENBERG 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, today I 
join all of my colleagues in paying 
tribute to one of the giants of the 
United States Senate, a son of Michi-
gan, Senator Arthur H. Vandenberg. 

Earlier today, the Senate Commis-
sion on Art unveiled a wonderful por-

trait, painted by Tennessee artist Mi-
chael Shane Neal, of Senator Vanden-
berg in the Reception Room just out-
side of this Chamber. The Senate, in 
2000, selected Senator Vandenberg for 
this rare honor, along with Senator 
Robert F. Wagner of New York. They 
join only five others, known as the 
‘‘Famous Five’’ whose portraits grace 
the beautiful Reception Room, Sen-
ators Henry Clay of Kentucky, Daniel 
Webster of Massachusetts, John C. Cal-
houn of South Carolina, Robert M. La 
Follette, Sr. of Wisconsin, and Robert 
A. Taft of Ohio. 

Arthur Vandenberg was born in 
Grand Rapids, MI on March 22, 1884. 
After studying law at the University of 
Michigan, he worked as a reporter for 
the Grand Rapids Herald, later becom-
ing the managing editor for the paper. 
Following the death of U.S. Senator 
Woodbridge Ferris in March 1928, he 
was appointed by Governor Fred Green 
to fill the vacancy, a seat that he was 
already campaigning for. In November 
of 1928, he was elected in his own right. 
He was reelected three times, rose to 
become chairman of the Senate For-
eign Relations Committee and the 
President Pro-Tempore of the Senate 
and served in the Senate until his 
death, from lung cancer, in 1951. Al-
though he is best known for his views 
on foreign policy, among his many no-
table accomplishments was the estab-
lishment of the FDIC, the Federal De-
posit Insurance Corporation in 1933. 

Vandenberg entered the Senate as an 
isolationist, an advocate of very lim-
ited U.S. involvement in international 
affairs. However, after the Japanese at-
tack at Pearl Harbor, he recognized the 
Nation’s greater interest and rose 
above partisanship to become one of 
the strongest proponents of a bipar-
tisan foreign policy. On January 10, 
1945, in this chamber, he delivered the 
‘‘speech heard round the world’’ calling 
for the establishment of the United Na-
tions. He was largely responsible for 
drafting the 1945 United Nations Char-
ter, and he steered its passage through 
the Senate. He played a leading role in 
constructing the Marshall Plan, and he 
engineered the Senate ratification of 
the NATO Treaty. 

A couple of years ago I read David 
McCullough’s best-selling biography of 
Harry Truman. The book makes clear 
the indispensable role of Vandenberg in 
forging and maintaining the bipartisan 
coalition in Congress that supported 
Truman’s successful post-World War II 
strategy establishing America’s place 
as a leader of the free world and setting 
in motion the foreign policy which ul-
timately decades later won the cold 
war. 

Senator Arthur Vandenberg’s call to 
‘‘unite our official voice at the water’s 
edge’’ resonated for many years, unit-
ing Republicans and Democrats in sup-
port of the Nation’s foreign policy 
through administrations of both par-
ties. The impact of his words were all 
the greater because of his own political 
roots as a isolationist Republican lead-
er. Vandenberg, himself, often liked to 
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